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 RHONA FRASER

KEEP THAT CALVING PATTERN TIGHT
Many farmers have told us they have had a slow start to calving and an 
increased calving spread this season. 

This was likely due to a 
combination of poor mating last 
year and lack of investment due to 
the challenging economic climate. 

Achieving a high 6 week InCalf rate 
will help condense your calving 
pattern and the key driver for 
this is Submission Rate. Currently 
most herds are not achieving the 
90% submission rate target by 3 
weeks. This may be due to either 
inadequate heat detection, a 
high number of non-cyclers, or a 
combination of the two. 

Waikato studies (including our 
own) have shown that by treating 
non-cyclers early (7 to 10 days 
before PSM) with the Cue Mate 
program can achieve a net benefit 
of around $70/cow through an 
extra 12 days in milk, more AB 

heifer calves and a tighter calving 
spread.

Cows treated with Ovsynch only 
returned around $40/cow. The 
same studies showed that by 
leaving interventions until 3 weeks 
after PSM there is little economic 
gain left.

‘Why Wait’ synchrony can be used 
to shorten the cycle of cows that are 
cycling the week prior to PSM. This 
will see 60 to 70% of treated cows 
cycling an average of 8 days earlier.

Mating heifers 1-2 weeks before 
PSM ensures they calve early, 
allowing extra time to cycle before 
the herd. Synchronising heifers is 
an excellent option as well, getting 
them in calf an average of 10 days 
earlier as well as giving you the 
option to get more AB calves.

Maximise days in milk by achieving a tight calving pattern

  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

 August 2017 42kg DM/day 158mm 10°C 2112kg DM 160,000

 August 2016 36kg DM/day 113mm 11°C 2066kg DM 171,000 
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 ADRIENNE ROBINS

MYCOPLASMA BOVIS – WHAT DO WE NEED TO KNOW?
Recently there has been an outbreak of Mycoplasma bovis isolated in three dairy herds in South Canterbury. 

Mycoplasma bovis is a bacterium 
which is found in most other 
countries in the world and can 
cause numerous issues in cattle 
including mastitis, arthritis, 
abortion and pneumonia.

Mycoplasma bovis is transmitted 
via body fluids of the cow or calf 
and can be ingested, or inhaled 
by the rest of the herd. Between-
farm transmission will occur when 
contaminated cattle or equipment 
are moved to a new farm, or where 
cattle can contact each other over 
fence lines. 

The main issues we face when 
new diseases are isolated are 

trade-related restrictions, as well 
as an increase in production costs 
associated with treatment of sick 
animals. 

The Ministry for Primary 
Industries is currently investigating 
this disease outbreak to determine 
if Mycoplasma bovis is more widely 
spread throughout the dairy cattle 

industry in New Zealand. 

This outbreak of Mycoplasma 
bovis is a timely reminder that 
we all need to remain very strict 
with on-farm biosecurity. For 
more information regarding farm 
biosecurity, visit the New Zealand 
Veterinary Association website 
using the following link – 
http://bit.ly/2vE5gwY

If you see any cases of unusual 
mastitis, or any other signs out of 
the ordinary in your herd, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us on  
(07) 888 8197 to discuss it with one 
of our Vets.

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

WELCOME TO 
THIS SPECIAL 
EDITION OF 
HERD SCENE
With so much happening on 
farm this month there was no 
way we could fit everything 
into our normal HS format, 
so we’ve decided to double it! 
There’s loads of information 
on Leptospirosis and non-
cycling cows, as well as client 
specials specific to this time 
of year. 

So, what’s happening on farm 
this month?

• Calf disbudding
• 7 in 1 vaccinations
• Bulk milk BVD testing
• Metrichecking
• BVD boosters premating
• Bull testing
• Non-cycling treatment
• Heifer synchronising

SPRING 
SPECIALS
FREE TAIL PAINT 
All non-cycling cows treated 
by MVS during September 
and October will receive  
free tail paint (1 bottle per  
30 cows treated).

Colour choice is available only 
while stocks last.

THIS OUTBREAK OF 
MYCOPLASMA BOVIS IS A 

TIMELY REMINDER THAT WE 
ALL NEED TO REMAIN VERY 

STRICT WITH ON-FARM 
BIOSECURITY



If left untreated the infection 
can affect organs, including 
the brain, liver, kidneys, heart 
and lungs. Please see your GP if 
you experience these or similar 
symptoms.

Thankfully, vaccination of cattle 
from 4 weeks of age is an effective 
deterrent for both cows and 
humans.

VACCINATION – BEST PRACTICE

4–6 weeks of age: Vaccinate all 
replacements from 4 weeks with 
a 7-in-1 vaccine. The later this 
vaccine is administered, the higher 
the chance these animals will 
become carriers.

8–12 weeks of age: Booster 7-in-1 
vaccine

Annual Booster: Annual Autumn 
vaccinations for all stock, 
preferably prior to the wet months. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Because 
Leptospirosis is most prevalent in 
wet environments, vaccination for 
Autumn calving herds is even more 
vital.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND 
HEALTH OBLIGATIONS

If you are an employer and don’t 
have a documented vaccination 
program in place, you risk legal 
action.

Most of our farm clients have 
on-farm OSH plans in place. 
However there are still a good 
percentage who do not. In terms 
of Leptospirosis, there is an 
expectation that farms will comply 
with best practice guidelines to 
help limit the human exposure of 
the disease. 

Farmers who fail to comply will be 
considered in breach of the Health 
and Safety Employment Act 2016 
and risk prosecution if human 
health is compromised as a result of 
this negligence.  
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IS YOUR CURRENT LEPTOSPIROSIS VACCINATION 
PROGRAMME ENDANGERING YOUR HEALTH?
While the majority of farmers are vaccinating their stock, their timing is often not the most optimal . 

MVS can not stress strongly enough 
the importance of optimal timing 
in the effective prevention of 
Leptospirosis. Records suggest that 
as many as 50% of New Zealand 
herds are at risk of milking ‘normal 
looking’ cows that are actually 
shedding Leptospirosis. This can be 
avoided with a robust vaccination 
schedule in place.

LEPTOSPIROSIS IN COWS 
There are many different 
symptoms cows can suffer as a 
result of a Leptospirosis infection. 
Cows that are suffering from an 
acute infection can display a variety 
of symptoms including anorexia, 
red water, anaemia, stillbirth, blood 

tinged milk, abortion and death. 
Prior to vaccination programmes 
being implemented in 1979, it was 
not uncommon to see abortion 
storms following Leptospirosis 
infections in pregnant cattle. It 
was devastating to New Zealand’s 
economy and if it happened today, 
would cripple the nation’s largest 
export sector. 

LEPTOSPIROSIS IN HUMANS 
Leptospirosis is typically contracted 
through direct or indirect contact 
with urine of infected animals.

Symptoms usually develop 
between 7–14 days after exposure 
to the Leptospira bacteria. The great 
majority of these are relatively mild  

and include:
• high temperature (fever) between 

38°C and 40°C 
• chills
• sudden headaches
• nausea and vomiting
• loss of appetite
• muscle pain, particularly in the 

calves and lower back
• conjunctivitis (irritation and 

redness of the eyes)
• cough 
• short-lived rash

In more severe cases symptoms 
include:
• jaundice (yellowing of the skin 

and the whites of the eyes)
• swollen ankles, feet or hands
• chest pain
• symptoms of meningitis or 

encephalitis, such as headaches, 
vomiting and seizures

• shortness of breath
• coughing up blood

LEPTOSPIROSIS: WHAT 
YOU NEED TO KNOW.

• Leptospirosis is a zoonosis 
disease, which means 
it can be transmitted to 
humans from animals and 
is typically contracted 
through direct or indirect 
contact with urine of 
infected animals. It is a 
potentially life threatning 
disease. YES, it can kill!

• Once a cow becomes 
infected, vaccination is no 
longer a cure

• 30% of national dairy 
herds have ‘shedding’ 
Leptospirosis

FROM FOUR WEEKS OF AGE A CALF’S MATERNAL  
ANTIBODIES BEGIN TO WEAR OFF. THIS IS THE STAGE 

WHERE THEY ARE AT THE GREATEST RISK OF  
CONTRACTING LEPTOSPIROSIS  

 GREG JARRATT

UNDERSTAND AND TROUBLESHOOT 
THE FAT EVALUATION INDEX (FEI)
With this latest ‘roll-out’ of the milk FEI, one may well suspect the 
guys in the white lab coats have nothing better to do than dream 

up novel ways of making life tougher down on farm.

The fact is, a cow’s diet 
determines the composition of 
her milk and subsequently the 
quality of the product her milk is 
processed into. 

PKE, now being used in 
abundance, has a unique 
nutrient profile being relatively 
high in fat (C-12 fat), which is 
significantly different from the 
fat found in pasture (C-18 fat). 
This has led to manufacturing 
issues for some dairy products 
such as butter. Dairy companies 
wanting to maintain quality 
have reacted by developing 
testing and regulations to 
address this.

Unfortunately, it is not as simple 
as adhering to the recommended 
maximum of 3kg PKE. This has 
been demonstrated in several 
situations where less than 3kg 
PKE fed to cows has resulted in 

the FEI exceeding the threshold 
limit (attaining a D Grade) and in 
some circumstances the opposite, 
where cows being fed more have 
met requirements (attaining an 
A Grade).

While it is impossible to outline 
all scenarios determining the 
outcome of the FEI, it is safe to 
say diets containing PKE appear 
to have the greatest influence on 
the FEI.

For those farmers wanting 
to explore alternative feeds 
in the future, we are here to 
help. Our Dairy Veterinarians 
are able to offer sensible, cost 
effective advice based on the 
requirements of your herd, your 
individual system and resources 
available.

Please dont hesitate to contact 
the clinic on (07) 888 8197 if you 
need further advice.

Trying to get your head around the Fat Evaluation Index? Let’s break it down.


